
 
Town of Berwick 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

January 11, 2005 
 
 
Call to Order:  7:00 P.M. 
Prayer: 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
Roll Call:  Ed Thomas, Elaine Cantrell, Louis Ratcliff, Bill Johnson, Ray Rasberry 
Minutes from last meeting:   December 14, 2004 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Police Report: 
Fire Report: 
Public Works Report: 
Committee Reports: 
Consulting Engineers Report: 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Michael Borel - Borel Service Center (Conoco Station) 
2. Appoint Berwick Development District Board Members: 

a. Damon Robison 
b. Merval Guidroz 
c. Cliff Watson 

3. Revoke Right of Way for Hoskyn’s Ditch 
4. Waiver of 2004 Pilot Tax – Berwick Housing Authority 
5. Consider moving February 2005 Council Meeting to another date 
6. Introduce Ordinance # 541 – Abandon Right of Way 
7. Introduce Ordinance # 542 – Wharf Lease/Reed Crappell 

 
Adjournment 
 
       Newell W. Slaughter, Town Clerk  
       Town of Berwick    
       P.O. Box 486     
       Berwick, Louisiana 70342   
       (985) 384-8858      
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please 
contact Newell W. Slaughter at (985) 384-8858, describing the assistance that is necessary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

January 11, 2005 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, January 11, 2005 at seven 

(7:00) o’clock p.m.  

There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Bill Johnson, Ray Rasberry, 

Louis Ratcliff, and Edgar Thomas, Jr. 

 Absent:  Elaine Cantrell 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, KQKI and Channel 39. 

 Mayor Hardaway led the prayer. 

Edgar Thomas, Jr. led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Honorable Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the 

Mayor and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon 

motion by Ray Rasberry and seconded by Bill Johnson. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by 

Louis Ratcliff and seconded by Edgar Thomas. 

Chief James Richard presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets, for the month of December 2004.  Chief Richard stated that everything was going 

well.  Chief Richard gave details of the arrest of a passenger off a passing Amtrak Train.  The prisoner is 

still being in the Berwick jail. 

Chief Garrett Guillot presented the fire report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets for the month of December 2004.  There were six calls for the month of December.   

The Public Works report was the next item on the agenda.  A copy of this report was included in 

the packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  Allen Benoit, Town Superintendent, stated 

that the new girl’s softball field would be completed before the start of the 2005 softball season.  Most of 

the dirt work was completed, concrete will be poured in the next two weeks, and Cleco will install the 

light poles when the ground dries out enough. The final bridge for the walking trail will be arriving in two 

weeks and should be installed in February.  The Town of Berwick also received an award from the Corp 

of Engineers for maintaining the levees within the town limits. 

Under committee reports, Mayor Hardaway went to item number 2 on the agenda and 

recommended the appointment of Damon Robison, Merval Guidroz, and Cliff Watson to serve on the 

Berwick Development Board of Directors.  On motion by Louis Ratcliff and seconded by Bill Johnson 

the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Hardaway then proceeded to item 4 on the agenda and 

recommended that the Town of Berwick waive the Pilot Tax for the Berwick Housing Authority for 2004.  

Upon motion by Ray Rasberry and seconded by Louis Ratcliff, the motion carried unanimously. 

Gulf South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman 

received prior to the meeting.  Carl Jacob stated that the Wards 5 & 8 Regional Sewer Commission new 

pump station was 50% complete for the new development on Highway 90.  The water line was completed 

by the Town of Berwick and the City of Patterson has installed the natural gas line.  Star Enterprises will 

construct the gravity sewer line.  Construction of the new pump station by the Wax Lake Drainage 

District on the Berwick Borrow Canal was 55% complete.  Equipment for the station should be delivered 
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in February or early March.  Councilman Ratcliff reminded the citizens to go out and support the renewal 

of a maintenance and operation tax.  Mayor Hardaway voiced his support for the tax renewal. 

 Item number one on the agenda Michael Borel of Borel’s Service Center did not attend the 

meeting. 

 Item number two – see committee reports above. 

 Item number three – see item number six below. 

 Item number four – see committee reports above. 

 Item number five – Upon motion by Louis Ratcliff and seconded by Ray Rasberry the council 

unanimously approved moving the February 8 council meeting to February 15 to avoid conflict with 

Mardi Gras day. 

 Item number six on the agenda – introduce Ordinance #541-Abandon Right of Way for Hoskyns 

Ditch.  Town attorney, Allen McElroy, stated that the property owners had requested that the right of way 

for the extension of Sixth Street by revoked so that the property owner could subdivide the property.  Mr. 

McElroy stated that he had asked town engineer, Carl Jacob, if there was any need for the Town of 

Berwick to retain this right of way.  Mr. Jacob assured him that this right of way does not affect any of the 

maintenance of the Hoskyns ditch as it exists.  There was no other right of ways obtained for the Sixth 

Street extension, so this right of way is of no value to the town.  There are no utilities in the right of way.  

So Mr. McElroy feels that the right of way should be revoked and returned to the property owners on each 

side.  Property owner Darlene Toups addressed the council with the fear that revoking the right of way 

would prevent her from reaching her property on the other side of Hoskyns ditch.  Mayor Hardaway told 

Ms. Toups that the ordinance would be introduced at this meeting but a public hearing would be held at 

the next meeting and that no action would be taken at this time.  Mr. McElroy stated that with the 

introduction of the ordinance that the property owners would have 30 days to complete the survey of the 

property and that all property owners along the ditch would have access to their property.  Berwick 

resident Norris Crappell voiced concern about the ditch being maintained for flood control.  Mayor 

Hardaway stated that he and town superintendent Allen Benoit would take a look at the flood control 

issue.  Carl Jacob stated that the right of way for the road way was separate from the Hoskyns ditch right 

of way.  Mayor Hardaway stated that the Town of Berwick would have to decide what the next step of the 

process would be and make sure that the town’s rights were protected.  Upon motion by Louis Ratcliff 

and seconded by Ray Rasberry ordinance was approved and introduced by unanimous vote. 

 Item number 7 on agenda – Introduce Ordinance #542 – Wharf Lease/Reed Crappell.  Upon 

motion by Bill Johnson and seconded by Ray Rasberry the ordinance was approved and introduced by 

unanimous vote. 

 There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion by Ray Rasberry and 

seconded by Bill Johnson the meeting adjourned.    

      

 

 __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Newell W. Slaughter, Town Clerk 
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