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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

September 9, 2003 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, September 9, 2003 at seven 

(7:00) o’clock p.m. 

 There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Louis Ratcliff, Ray Rasberry, 

Edgar Thomas, Jr., Bill Johnson and Elaine Cantrell. 

 Absent:  None. 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, Radio Station KQKI and Channel 39. 

 Mayor Hardaway led the prayer. 

 Louis Ratcliff led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Hon. Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the Mayor 

and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

 The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, were approved on motion by Mr. 

Rasberry and seconded by Mr. Johnson. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by Ms. 

Cantrell and seconded by Mr. Ratcliff. 

 Chief Duval Arthur presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets, for the month of August 2003.  Mr. Johnson asked if we were included in the 

traffic light grant from the state.  Chief Arthur stated that last year the state informed him that we were 

too small of a municipality to receive any of the highway grants.  Chief Arthur stated that we were losing 

an officer to the State Troopers, Kris Lestage, an employee for 5 1/2 years.  J.P. Henry, a dispatcher for 

over three years, will replace Officer Lestage on the road.  Gina Ducharme will replace J.P. Henry as the 

new dispatcher.  Chief Arthur commended Assistant Chief James Richard on doing an outstanding job on 

burglaries in the past few months.  He has cleared up two burglaries and recovered over $40,000.00. 

Fire Chief Ray Rasberry stated that there was one fire call for the month of August 2003.  This 

was a structure fire in Renwick Subdivision.  Fire was out upon arrival.  Cleared smoke, checked for 

extension and sprayed deodorizer in a very timely manner.  The Berwick Volunteer Fire Dept. has been 

approved for a grant from FEMA for the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program in the amount of 

$68,264.00 with the Fire Dept. matching $7,625.00.  This grant will provide funding for the purchase of 

the following items: 1-Radio Repeater System, 6-Portable Radios, 1-Thermal Imaging Camera, 1-Rapid 

Intervention Team Kit, 12-Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), 12-Spare SCBA cylinders, 19-

Integrated PASS devices. 

The Public Works report was the next item on the agenda.  A copy of this report was included in 

the packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  The 6" water main project on Oregon St. is 

complete, awaiting transfer of services and minor dress-up work.  The sewer line on Hogan St. is 

complete.  A turning lane for loading and unloading at the Civic Center is near completion.  This will also 

correct a drainage problem in that area of the Civic Center. Mr. Ratcliff asked about the pothole patching 

on Fairview Dr.  The Mayor said that Mr. Benoit has the project scheduled for next week.  On the 

Welcome to Berwick sign, framing by Mr. Tom Jones is to begin tomorrow and the concrete work to be 

done by JinC Concrete shortly thereafter.  The public docking area needs to have a safety survey done and 

options reviewed.  The Mayor and Carl Jakobs will do the survey as soon as possible. 
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There were no committee reports. 

Gulf South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman 

received prior to the meeting.  There were three items as follows:  (1) South LA 182 Pathway Extension, 

a pre-construction conference was held on August 7, 2003.  Gray Bros. is the contractor with a contract 

price of $149,356.24.  Construction will begin when drier weather prevails.  Contractor will have 45 

working days to complete project. (2) State Capital Outlay 2002, the police department building addition 

was included in the 2002 State Capital Outlay Bill.  Bids were received on Thursday, August 21, 2003.  

Bonneval Construction of Patterson submitted the lowest bid in the amount of $252,000.00.  State Capital 

Outlay funds are $200,000.00.  The Town of Berwick share is thus $52,000.00.  The Town needs to 

amend the budget to reflect this.  The Contract cannot be awarded until concurrence is received from the 

State Office of Facility Planning.  This requires several Letters of Certification that are being written and 

sent. (3) Downtown Redevelopment Master Plan – Application has been made to the 2003 LDOTD 

Enhancement Program for funding of the seawall pathway portion of the program.  LDOTD plans to 

announce project awards in late October. 

 The Mayor proceeded to item #2 on the agenda.  He called for a public hearing on Ord. #523 to 

amend the 2002-2003 Budget, Ord. #524 to adopt the 2003-2004 Budget and Ordinance, Ord. #525 to 

amend Public Wharves Ordinance, Ord. #526 to increase garbage, gas and water rates, Ord. #527 

concerning location and closure times of private clubs.  There being no comments the Mayor closed the 

public hearing and proceeded to item #6 on the agenda. 

 Item #6 - Ordinance #526, to increase the garbage, gas and water rates, was adopted as written 

upon motion by Mr. Rasberry, second by Mr. Thomas and unanimous approval. 

 Item #3 - Ordinance #523, to amend the 2002-2003 Budget and Appropriate Funds was adopted 

as written upon motion by Ms. Cantrell, second by Mr. Ratcliff and unanimous approval. 

 Item #4 - Ordinance #524, the 2003-2004 Budget and Ordinance was adopted as written upon 

motion by Mr. Rasberry, second by Mr. Johnson and unanimous approval. 

 Item #5 - Ordinance #525, to amend subsection (f) to Sec. 21-1 of Chapter 21 on Public Wharves 

and Docks as follows: The docking or mooring of any vessel, boat or watercraft at any public dock or 

wharf located along the Atchafalaya River for more than one day is strictly prohibited, unless approval for 

a longer period of time, not to exceed thirty days, is given by either the Mayor or Chief of Police, was 

adopted upon motion by Mr. Ratcliff, second by Mr. Thomas and unanimous approval. 

 Item #7 - Ordinance #527, to provide closing hours for Private Nightclubs, Private Dance Clubs 

or For Pay Parties and to prohibit location with specified distance from residential areas, schools and 

churches was adopted upon motion by Mr. Ratcliff, second by Ms. Cantrell and unanimous approval. 

 The Mayor went to Item #1 - 2003-2004 Holiday Schedule which was approved and entered into 

the minutes by the Mayor and Council. 

 Item #8 - A question arose concerning rights of the Town affecting a 15' street, road or alleyway 

over tract of land identified as Tract EFGHE as shown on the recorded Plan of Land prepared by Lee B. 

Delaune 8 January 1972 as recorded under entry number 14883 of the conveyance records of St. Mary 

Parish which appears to establish or grant to the Town of Berwick this portion of land.  The Town of 

Berwick has not accepted the dedication over Tract EFGHE as a public right-of-way and has not 

maintained or used this tract as a public road, street or alleyway.  Because of these questions a Resolution 

to revoke or set aside any dedication of Tract EFGHE as a public road, street or alley way and the Town 

renounces or abandons any dedication arising out of the Plan of Land being recorded of public record was 

adopted upon motion by Mr. Johnson, second by Mr. Rasberry and unanimous approval. 

 Mr. Paul Naquin and Mr. Peter Soprano appeared before the Mayor and Council to ask for their 

consideration in the up coming October 4th election.  Mr. Naquin is running at large in District 9 and Mr. 

Soprano is running at large in District 10. 
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 Chief Arthur wished to take this time to thank and commend the following reserve officers for a 

job well done for the La. Shrimp & Petroleum Festival:  Larry Besse, Tiger Rodrigue, Hilton Rebardi, Jr., 

Jay Dubois, Duval Arthur III and Terry Quakermeyer.  They put in over 90 hours during the Festival 

Weekend.  

There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion duly made and 

seconded the meeting adjourned.    

      

 __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Cathy T. Guidry, Town Clerk 
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