
 
Town of Berwick 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

February 15, 2005 
 
 
Call to Order:  7:00 P.M. 
Prayer: 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
Roll Call:  Ed Thomas, Elaine Cantrell, Louis Ratcliff, Bill Johnson, Ray Rasberry 
Minutes from last meeting:   January 11, 2005 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Police Report: 
Fire Report: 
Public Works Report: 
Committee Reports: 
Consulting Engineers Report: 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1.  7:15 P.M. – Public Hearing 
 Ordinance #541 – Abandon Right of Way Hoskyn’s Ditch 
 Ordinance #542 – Wharf Lease – Reed Crappell 
2. Glen Rebardi – Blocking of waterfront property 
3. Cypress Sawmill Queen – Mandy Giroir 
4. Austin Grappe – Boy Scouts 
5. Resolution – Add St. Mary Parish to Delta Regional Authority 
6. Appointment to Planning Board – James Richard 
7. Approve Liquor License – Pamela Wiggins(Pending Board of Health Approval) 

 
Adjournment 
 
       Newell W. Slaughter, Town Clerk  
       Town of Berwick    
       P.O. Box 486     
       Berwick, Louisiana 70342   
       (985) 384-8858      
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please 
contact Newell W. Slaughter at (985) 384-8858, describing the assistance that is necessary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

February 15, 2005 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, February 15, 2005 at seven 

(7:00) o’clock p.m.  

There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Bill Johnson, Ray Rasberry, 

Louis Ratcliff, and Edgar Thomas, Jr. 

 Absent:  None 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, KQKI and Channel 39. 

 Mayor Hardaway led the prayer. 

Edgar Thomas, Jr. led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Honorable Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the 

Mayor and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon 

motion by Ray Rasberry and seconded by Louis Ratcliff. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by 

Elaine Cantrell and seconded by Edgar Thomas. 

Chief James Richard presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets, for the month of January 2005.  Chief Richard stated that everything was going 

well.    

Chief Garrett Guillot presented the fire report, and stated that there were no fire calls for the 

month of January 2005.  Chief Guillot did state that the Fire Department did receive delivery of a new fire 

truck.  The new truck is not in service yet because the firemen have not been trained on the operation of 

the truck. 

The Public Works report was the next item on the agenda.  A copy of this report was included in 

the packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  Mayor Hardaway asked Mr. Benoit about the 

playing conditions at the Berwick Dixie Youth Park.  Mr. Benoit stated that all ball fields in the Town of 

Berwick will be ready for play to begin when the season starts.  Mayor Pro-Tem Louis Ratcliff wanted to 

remind the council and citizens of Berwick that the Wax Lake East Drainage District tax election failed to 

pass and that he was disappointed in the low voter turn out, 8%.  He said that the proposition failed by 19 

votes.  The district may put the matter on the ballot again or try to operate on available funds. 

Under committee reports, Mayor Hardaway appointed James Richard to the Planning and Zoning 

Board.  On motion by Bill Johnson and seconded by Ray Rasberry, the motion carried unanimously.  Gulf 

South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman received prior to the 

meeting.  Carl Jacob stated that the new public works building was approved for $78,000 and that the 

town was proceeding with bid advertisement.  The water line was completed by the Town of Berwick and 

the City of Patterson has installed the natural gas line.  Star Enterprises will construct the gravity sewer 

line.  Wards 5 & 8 has completed 65% of the work on the new sewer pump station.  Construction of the 

new pump station by the Wax Lake Drainage District on the Berwick Borrow Canal was 70% complete.  

Equipment for the station should be delivered in February or early March.   

Mayor Hardaway went to item three on the agenda, a presentation by Cypress Sawmill Queen 

Mandy Giroir.  Ms. Giroir invited all to attend the festival on the first weekend in April.  David Boudier 
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addressed the council stating the festival added a bass tournament and fire works to the festival agenda.  

He stated that the festival was being dedicated to the men and women in uniform. 

Austin Grappe, Boy Scouts of America, addressed the council to introduce himself to the council 

and stated that his long term goal was to make scouting a shining example of what is good in the 

community. 

 Mayor Hardaway then proceeded to item number 1 on the agenda - a public hearing on 

Ordinances listed by title on the agenda.  Public hearings on the following ordinances were called: 

  Ordinance 541-to abandon easement, servitude and right-of-way 

  Ordinance 542-lease land Parcel No. 12 to Crappell’s Fish Market, LLC.   

  Citizen Darlene Toups addressed the council and expressed her concern that with the approval of 

Ordinance 541 and the abandonment of the Hoskyns Ditch right-of-way she would be denied access to 

her property. 

 There were no comments on Ordinance 542.  There being no other comments on the proposed 

Ordinances, the public hearing was closed. 

 Item number 1 on the agenda consider for adoption Ordinance 541-abandon easement, servitude 

and right-of-way.  Town of Berwick attorney Allen McElroy recommended that the town table Ordinance 

541 until the next meeting to allow for more information to be available to make a decision.  Mayor 

Hardaway asked that town engineer review the maps and drawings and advise the town as to which 

course of action to take.  Upon motion by Bill Johnson and seconded by Louis Ratcliff, Ordinance 541 

was tabled. 

 Item number 1 on the agenda-consider for adoption Ordinance 542-lease land Parcel No. 12 to 

Crappel’s Fish Market.  Upon motion by Louis Ratcliff and seconded by Bill Johnson, Ordinance 542 

was approved unanimously. 

 Item number 2 on the agenda-Glen Rebardi, blocking of waterfront property.  Mr. Rebardi 

realized that the town could not really help him with his problem, but that he was seeking advice from the 

town.  Town of Berwick attorney, Allen McElroy, stated that the town does not have an ordinance dealing 

with this problem and his best course of action would be a civil suit. 

 Item number seven on the agenda-approve liquor license for Pamela Wiggins.  Upon motion by 

Bill Johnson and seconded by Edgar Thomas the liquor license was approved pending approval by the 

board of health. 

 Item number 5-add St. Mary Parish to Delta Regional Authority.  The request was made by the 

St. Mary Parish Chamber of Commerce to join with in requesting that St. Mary Parish be added to the 

Delta Regional Authority.  Upon motion by Louis Ratcliff and seconded by Elaine Cantrell the resolution 

was approved unanimously.    

 There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion by Elaine Cantrell and 

seconded by Louis Ratcliff the meeting adjourned.    

      

 

 __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Newell W. Slaughter, Town Clerk 
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