
TOWN OF BERWICK 
AGENDA 

COUNCIL MEETING 
May 11, 2004 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 P.M. 
PRAYER: 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
ROLL CALL: 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
POLICE REPORT: 
FIRE REPORT: 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS REPORT: 
 

 

 

1. Payment Request #6 - PD Addition - $24,852.60 

2. Resolution - Moratorium - Pipeline R.O.W. 

   3. Aubrey Thompson - House on Corner of 3rd & Texas 

   4. Ralph Guidry - Berwick Recreation 

   5. Dedicate Tree on Utah & Seawall to Nina Guzzetta (Ray Rasberry) 

6. Resolution and Certificate of Substantial Completion - PD Addition  
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

May 11, 2004 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, May 11, 2004 at seven (7:00) 

o’clock p.m.  

There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Louis Ratcliff, Bill Johnson, 

Ray Rasberry, Elaine Cantrell and Edgar Thomas, Jr. 

 Absent:  None 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, Channel 39 and KQKI. 

 Mayor Hardaway led the prayer. 

Edgar Thomas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Honorable Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the 

Mayor and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon 

motion by Mr. Rasberry and seconded by Mr. Johnson. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by Ms. 

Cantrell and seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

 Assistant Chief James Richard presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each 

of the Councilmen's packets, for the month of April 2004.  The increase in fines is due to parish monies 

received. 

Chief Garrett Guillot presented the fire report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets for the month of April 2004.  There were five calls:  one false alarm, one petroleum 

crude oil leaking from pipeline, two smoke investigations and standby for gas leak at meter struck by 

vehicle.  Chief Guillot announced the department utilized FEMA funds by installing a new frequency 

system that allows firefighters to use their portable radios on the outskirts of town and in confined spaces.  

He also reported that 17 volunteers attained 12 hours of credit while attending a training seminar at LSU. 

The Public Works report was the next item on the agenda.  A copy of this report was included in 

the packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  Mr. Benoit stated that the wharf rehabilitation 

project was 90% complete.  Mr. Benoit reported that sidewalk construction began Monday along River 

Road and should take about 30 days to complete.  Mr. Johnson said that he had asked Mr. Benoit to get 

quotes on the building of a batting cage at Pharr Park.  Mr. Benoit reported the cost to be about 

$18,000.00.  Mr. Johnson asked that this expense be considered for next year’s budget. 

Gulf South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman 

received prior to the meeting.  There were four items as follows: (1) Downtown Redevelopment Master 

Plan – An application was made to the Atchafalaya Basin Program.  The next meeting of the program will 

be May 18th in Morgan City.  (2) An application for payment, balancing change order and substantial 

completion is on tonight's agenda.  The application for payment will be submitted to Facility Planning for 

reimbursement.  (3) State Capital Outlay - 2004 - Four applications were submitted for the November 1, 

2003 deadline.  The projects are:  Pattie Drive extension, Renwick Blvd. Extension, Riverfront Dock 

(Downtown Plan) and Public Works Storage Building. (4) Transportation Enhancement Program – Two 

applications are being prepared for submission by July 31.  One is for the seawall pathway as part of the 

downtown redevelopment plan and the other is for lights along the LA 182 path. 
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Mayor Hardaway asked that Carl Jakobs take items #1 and #6 as consulting engineers for the 

police department addition.  Item #1 – Payment Request #6 in the amount of $24,852.60 was approved 

upon motion by Ms. Cantrell and seconded by Mr. Ratcliff.  Item #6 – A Resolution providing for the 

acceptance of work performed by Bonneval Construction in accordance with the Certificate of Substantial 

Completion for the Town of Berwick, additions and renovation to Berwick Police Station, Berwick City 

Hall Complex, Berwick, Louisiana FP&C Project No. 50-M24-02-02, along with the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion was approved upon motion by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Rasberry. 

Item #2 on the agenda – A Resolution approving a moratorium on the issuance of any building 

permits for any type of construction within or on property located in areas where pipelines exist, and all 

of rights of way upon which the pipeline areas are located, is granted for a term of six (6) months starting 

May 11, 2004 and continuing through November 11, 2004.  During this moratorium the Mayor shall 

conduct a study and make recommendations for the adoption of an ordinance to permanently regulate any 

construction or placement of structures within areas of pipeline rights of way.  This Resolution was 

approved upon motion by Mr. Ratcliff and seconded by Mr. Rasberry. 

Item #3 on the agenda – Removed because problem was resolved. 

Item #4 on the agenda – Ralph Guidry, Jr. appeared before the Mayor and Council concerning a 

disagreement between girl’s softball and boy’s Dixie Youth League baseball team officials concerning 

practice and game time conflicts on one of the fields behind the Berwick Civic Complex.  Mayor 

Hardaway directed league presidents Ashley Boudreaux of the Dixie Youth League and James Richard of 

Berwick/Bayou Vista girl’s softball leagues to work out the problems. 

Item #5 on the agenda – A dedication marker at the oak tree on Utah St. near the floodwall in 

memory of long-time resident Nina Guzzetta, who campaigned and won out to get the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers to save the tree was approved upon motion by Mr. Rasberry and seconded by Ms. Cantrell. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion duly made and 

seconded the meeting adjourned.    

      

 __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Cathy T. Guidry, Town Clerk 
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