
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

February 11, 2003 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, February 11, 2003 at seven 

(7:00) o’clock p.m. 

 There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Louis Ratcliff, Bill Johnson, 

Ray Rasberry, Edgar Thomas, Jr. and Elaine Cantrell. 

 Absent:  None 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, KQKI and Channel 39. 

Louis Ratcliff led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Hon. Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the Mayor 

and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

 The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, were approved on motion by Mr. 

Ratcliff and seconded by Ms. Cantrell. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by Ms. 

Cantrell and seconded by Mr. Rasberry. 

 Chief Duval Arthur presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets, for the month of January 2003.  

Fire Chief Ray Rasberry stated that there was one fire call for the month of January 2003, which 

was a vehicle fire in front of Town Hall.   

 The Public Works report was presented by Mr. Allen Benoit, a copy of which was included in the 

packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  The Mayor thanked Mac Percle publicly for 

suggesting that the Town widen the turning lane on Tournament Blvd.  Allen Benoit contracted the job 

out and it is complete. 

 Patterson Cypress Sawmill Miss Queen #9, Randi Landry and Patterson Cypress Sawmill Teen 

Queen #9, Lesley Rulf, appeared before the Mayor and Council to thank them for their past support and to 

extend an invitation to the Patterson Cypress Sawmill Festival, to be held April 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th. 

Queen Randi Landry extended an invitation to the Mayor for the Queen's Luncheon and presented him 

with this year's tee shirt.  The Mayor thanked them for coming. 

 Gulf South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman 

received prior to the meeting.  There were five items as follows:  (1) On the North LA 182 Pathway 

Extension project: Gray Brothers has installed the bridge and are awaiting dry weather for the paving 

work. (2) South LA 182 Pathway Extension: final plans have been submitted to LDOTD for bidding. (3) 

The police department building addition was included in the 2002 State Capital Outlay Bill, the 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement was received and executed this month. (4) State Capital Outlay 2003: 

applications were made on three projects: (a) Public Works storage building, (b) Reroofing Town Hall (in 

case not funded in 2002) and (c) Pattie Drive Extension. (5) Assisting Leesa Foreman with Downtown 

Redevelopment Master Plan.  Regular monthly public meetings have been held at Town Hall. 

 The Mayor preceded to item #7 on the agenda, Payment Request  #2 in the amount of $53,098.20 

for the North Pathway Extension.  Upon motion by Mr. Ratcliff, second by Ms. Cantrell and unanimous 

approval the request was granted.   



Item #8 on the agenda was a plan change agreement for the North Pathway Extension, which will 

suspend construction from January 17th to March 1st due to wet weather.  Upon motion by Mr. Johnson, 

second by Ms. Cantrell and unanimous approval the plan change was approved.  

  Item #1 on the agenda was to call for a public hearing on Ordinance #516 which is an ordinance 

to enact new provisions regarding the uses permitted within the B-1, B-2, and B-3 Zoning Districts and to 

address other matters relative thereto.  There being no comments the Mayor moved to Item #2 and asked 

for a motion to adopt Ordinance #516. Upon motion by Mr. Ratcliff, second by Mr. Rasberry and 

unanimous approval the Ordinance was adopted. 

 Item #3 on the agenda was a letter sent to Mr. William Fontenot of the Dept. of Transportation 

and Development requesting the following changes on Hwy. 182:  (1) Road condition is bad, shoulders 

are separating and potholes are developing, (2)  Reduction of speed limit the entire length of Hwy. 182 

from 55 MPH to 45 MPH, and to 35 MPH in the school zone,  (3)  Extending the turning lane at the area 

around Tournament Blvd. so that cars trying to access the driveways to Bayside Apartments can stop in a 

protected area and not disrupt traffic, (4)  Tournament Blvd., a signal light replacing the caution light.  

The Mayor asked if there were any objections to the letter being sent and the Council had no problem 

with it.  He stated that a copy would be sent to Senator Butch Gautreaux and Representative Jack Smith. 

 Item #4 on the agenda - The Mayor stated that there were problems with trash on the bridges and 

along the right-of-ways because trash was being hauled to the landfill in trucks or trailers not covered by 

netting.  The Mayor asked for permission to write a letter to the Mayor and Council of the City of Morgan 

City asking them to enforce the net law already on the books so as to get this problem under control.  The 

Council gave approval for the Mayor to do so. 

 Item #5 on the agenda was a liquor license application for the Texaco Jubilee.  A copy of the 

application was included in the packet given to each Council member before the Council Meeting.  Mr. 

Rasberry raised the question, can we issue a license to someone who is not a U.S. citizen?  Being unable 

to answer this question the application was tabled until the next council meeting. 

 The Mayor informed everyone that one of our employees, Mr. Johnny Griffin, passed away and 

the Mayor offered a Resolution of Respect to be sent to his family upon completion.  The Council 

unanimously agreed. 

 There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion duly made and 

seconded, meeting adjourned.    

      __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Cathy T. Guidry, Town Clerk 
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