
TOWN OF BERWICK 
AGENDA 

COUNCIL MEETING 
June 8, 2004 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 P.M. 
PRAYER: 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
ROLL CALL: 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
POLICE REPORT: 
FIRE REPORT: 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS REPORT: 
 

 

1. Introduce Millage Tax Ordinance 

2. Introduce Drainage Tax Ordinance 

3. Payment Request #7 - PD Addition - $41,482.80 

4. Resolutions - Applications to Transportation Enhancement Programs - 

Berwick Sidewalk Lighting Program and Downtown Re-development 

Seawall Pathway Project 

5. Allison Oubre - Pipeline Right of Way 

6. Discussion - Dog Ordinance 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

OF THE TOWN OF BERWICK, STATE OF LOUISIANA 
 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
 

June 8, 2004 
 
 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana, met in regular session at 

their regular meeting place, the Town Hall, Berwick, Louisiana, Tuesday, June 8, 2004 at seven (7:00) 

o’clock p.m.  

There were present: Mayor Emmett Hardaway, and Councilmen, Louis Ratcliff, Bill Johnson, 

Ray Rasberry, Elaine Cantrell and Edgar Thomas, Jr. 

 Absent:  None 

 Also present were representatives of the Daily Review, Channel 39 and KQKI. 

 Mayor Hardaway led the prayer. 

Elaine Cantrell led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Mayor and Council of the Town of Berwick, State of Louisiana were duly convened as the 

governing authority of said Town, by Honorable Emmett Hardaway, Mayor, who then stated that, the 

Mayor and Council were ready for the transaction of business. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon 

motion by Mr. Rasberry and seconded by Mr. Ratcliff. 

 The Treasurer’s report, having been reviewed, was approved without reading upon motion by Ms. 

Cantrell and seconded by Mr. Thomas. 

 Chief Duval Arthur presented the police report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets, for the month of May 2004.  The decrease in fines was due to allowing more time 

for tickets to be paid.  Trustees have been cleaning up each morning at the ballparks and they have also 

been sand bagging for hurricane season. 

Chief Garrett Guillot presented the fire report, a copy of which was included in each of the 

Councilmen's packets for the month of May 2004.  There were two calls: one in small outside chimney 

and a resident smelled smoke, nothing found.  Chief Guillot stated that the volunteers were handing out 

letters, house to house with an invitation to an open house for the Fire Dept. on Saturday, June 12th from 

3:00 to 5:00 to show the public some of what the volunteers do and what they can expect from the Chief 

and the volunteers.  Chief Guillot informed the Mayor and Council that hydrant testing is being done at 

this time.  There are approximately 219 hydrants in the town.  A problem has arisen with 12 of those 

hydrants due to plantings being done around them.  Chief Guillot just wanted the Mayor and Council to 

be aware that they may be receiving calls from some of the owner’s of the properties in question.  The 

Mayor asked that a location report be given so that we could work with the owner’s and the BVFD to 

resolve any problems that may arise. 

The Public Works report was the next item on the agenda.  A copy of this report was included in 

the packet each Councilman received prior to the meeting.  The Mayor said that Phase I of the River Road 

sidewalks is complete except for dressing up a few driveways.   

There were no committee reports. 

Gulf South Engineers’ monthly report was included in the packet, which each Councilman 

received prior to the meeting.  There were four items as follows: (1) Downtown Redevelopment Master 

Plan – An application was made to the Atchafalaya Basin Program.  The Atchafalaya Basin Program May 

meeting in Morgan City was attended and the request for assistance reiterated.  The Atchafalaya Basin 

Program indicated the State would not have any funds for projects until next year.  The seawall pathway 

portion of the redevelopment plan is being submitted to the Louisiana Dept. of Transportation and 
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Development for consideration under the Transportation Enhancement Program.  (2) Police Station 

Addition – This project is substantially complete.  However, punch list items and fire marshal items are 

being worked on prior to final acceptance of the project.  Application for Payment #7 in the amount of 

$31,057.80 is item #3 on tonight’s agenda.  Payment #7 was unanimously approved upon motion by Mr. 

Johnson and second by Mr. Ratcliff.  The application for payment will be submitted to Facility Planning 

for reimbursement.  (3) State Capital Outlay - 2004 - Four applications were submitted for the November 

1, 2003 deadline.  The projects are:  Pattie Drive extension, Renwick Blvd. Extension, Riverfront Dock 

(Downtown Plan) and Public Works Storage Building. (4) Transportation Enhancement Program – Two 

applications are being prepared for submission by July 31.  One is for the seawall pathway as part of the 

downtown redevelopment plan and the other is for lights along the LA 182 path.  Resolutions authorizing 

submittal of these applications are item #4 on tonight’s agenda.  The two Resolutions were unanimously 

approved upon motions by Ms. Cantrell and Mr. Rasberry and seconds by Mr. Johnson and Mr. Ratcliff. 

Item #1 on the agenda – To introduce Ordinance #532 – To levy the 18.12 Mills on property in 

the Town of Berwick for the year 2004.  Upon motion by Mr. Rasberry, second by Ms. Cantrell, 

Ordinance #532 was introduced. 

Item #2 on the agenda – To introduce Ordinance #533 – To levy the annual drainage tax charge 

for 2004 on property in the Town of Berwick.  Ordinance #533 was introduced upon motion by Mr. 

Johnson and second by Mr. Rasberry. 

Item #5 on the agenda – cancelled - Allison Oubre not in attendance. 

Item #6 on the agenda – Discussion on implementing a dog ordinance to control the number of 

dogs or cats a person can have at his residence.  This has caused a nuisance to some of our citizens 

because of the noise and smell emanating from the abundance of animals.  Town Attorney Allen 

McElroy, Jr. addressed the Mayor, Council and the public on this matter. He stated that the State has a 

law already in place to handle situations and nuisances like this.  He recommends that the Mayor and 

Council refrain from enacting any ordinances pertaining to this matter as state law has already provided 

relief for this nuisance.  He further recommends that any individual having this problem file a civil suit 

with the St. Mary Parish Courts to address the problem.  Mayor Hardaway encourages those citizens 

having these problems to step up and handle these matters themselves.  Mayor Hardaway asked Chief 

Arthur to research the procedures necessary for a citizen to file these complaints so they would not have 

to spend unnecessary time at the courthouse and would not have to hire an attorney if they did not wish to 

do so. Mr. Johnson requested that procedures be typed up and given to any individual with this problem.  

Mayor Hardaway asked that Mr. Slaughter have these procedures posted on the Town’s website. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, upon motion duly made and 

seconded the meeting adjourned.    

      

 

 __________________________________ 

       Emmett Hardaway, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Cathy T. Guidry, Town Clerk 
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